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Grand Jury to Get 
Facts Concerning 
Christmas Tragedy 
Butler's Car Runs Into Three Women on Their 

Way Home From Midnight Mass — One 
Dies In Few Minutes, Another Is In Seri
ous Condition and Third Is Less Seriously 
Hurt — Two Investigations Under Way 

A two-way investigation is under way into the circumstances 
that led to the death of *n Auburn woman and injury to her two 
companions, all three struck by the same automobile early Christmas 
morning as they were enroute home after attending midnight Mas* 
at Holy Family Church. The fatal accident occurred in North Street 
about 1:30 a. m.. Saturday and investigations are being made by the 
Auburn Police Department and the Cayuga County district attorney's 
office. * 

4 Miss Long Is Killed 
The victim of the accident is 

Miss Josephine C. Long, 67, of 6 
Cady Street. She -died in Auburn 
City Hospital a"bout two hours 
after being hit by a car being 
driven by Irving Francis Butler, 
36, of 64 Standart Avenue. Dr. 
Frank L. DeFurio, coroner, di
rected an autopsy be made and 
it showed Miss Long died as the 
result of a fractured skull. Also 
she suffered internal hemorrhage 
caused by a ruptured spleen and 
multiple fractures of the pelvis 
bone. 

Also injured was Mrs. Kath-
erine L. Bohrman, 60» of 6 Cady 
Street, superintendent of the 
maternity ward at the City Hos
pital. Mrs. Bohrman suffered 
fractures of the right hip and 
pelvis. Her condition is serious. 

The third woman hurt In the 
mishap Is Mrs. Mary Meehan, 68, 
wife of* Michael Meehan of 145 
North Fulton Street. Mrs. Mee-

' nan has a fractured right leg, 
lacerations and is suffering from 
shock. 

Conducting the investigation 
are Assistant District Attorney 
Gerald ' Saperstein and Detective 
Capt. Wil l iam V. Oraney. They 
learned that the three women 

. were about eight feet away from 
the east curb of North Street, 
Just south of the intersection of 
Curtis Place, when they were, run 
down. 

Butler's Story 
The invest igators said that 

Butler told them he was driving 

northy along North Street and 
that he failed to see tne three wo
men until almost upon them. Ac
cording to Butler's s tatement he 
applied the brakes of his car Ant 
the machine continued on, hitffrsg 
the women and knocking them to 
the pavement. 

Butler's version of the accident 
listed on an accident report blank 
he filled out at Police Headquar
ters is as follows: "I was operat
ing my car north in North Street 
between 20 and 30 miles an hour 
and when at a point at the inter
section of Curtis Place I saw three 
women (pedestrians) crossing 
North Street from the west to the 
east. When I saw these women I 
was about 18 feet away from 
them. I applied my brakes in an 
effort to avoid them but the car 
continued on in a straight line, 
coll ide^ with the women, knock
ing them to the pavement. I 
stopped and took two women to 
the hospital. The third woman 
was taken in an ambulance." 

Miss Long was born In the 
Town of Throop but had lived most 
of her life in this city. A lifelong 
member of Holy Family Church 
she was a member of the Rosary 
and Scapular Society of that par
ish. Her only survivors are sev
eral cousins. 

The funeral will be held Tues
day. At 8:30 o'clock services will 
be conducted at her home, with 
further services at 9 o'clock in 
Holy Family Church. Burial will 
be in St. Joseph's Cemetery. 

Butler has been paroled while 
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Ruder in a iia'^ment to poil«-» 
said he was driving north along 
North Street, and that he was 
almost upon the pedestrians he-
fore be saw them All of 'he 
women w«re wearing dark cloth-
ing, Butler said. He told police 
that he applied the brake* of his 
car and the machine aktdded into 
the group before he could halt 
the car. The center of the street 
was bare but along both aides 
there were coatings of snow and 
ice. 

Miss Long and Mrs. Bohrman 
were placed in Butler's car while 
Mrs. Meehan was removed to the 
hospital in the ambulance. 

Assistant District Attorney Ger
ald Saperstein took charge of the 
investigation assisted by Detective 
Captain William V. Oraney and 
Officers Frank Tallby and Henry 
O'Hora. Dr. Frank L. DeFurio, 
Cayuga County coroner, was 
called to the hospital following 
the death of Miss Long, and an 
autopsy showed that she died 
from a fractured skull. 

Butler w a s given a preliminary 
questioning and released on his 
own recognisance to be called 
later. 

Goes T o Grand Jury 
This afternoon Assistant Dis

trict Attorney Saperstein stated 
that after conferring with District 
Attorney Theodore M. Coburn 
concerning the Christmas tragedy 
it has been decided to present the 
matter to the January Grand 
Jury. The next Grand Jury will 
Convene on January 10. Mean
while Butler has been paroled on 
his own recognizance. Butler Is 
manager of an A and P super
market in Genesee Street. 

Catholic League Opens 
Season with Brisk Duels 

Mrs. William Dempeev 
Mrs. Delia B. Quealy Dempaey, 

wife of William Dempsey of 31 
Fitch Avenne, died suddenly Sun
day evening at her borne a heart 
attack. She was born in Ireland 
and had resided in this city for 
many years- She was a communi
cant of Holy Family Church. Be
sides her husband, she Is survived 
by three daughters, the Misses 
Margaret C. and Helen M. Demp
sey and Mrs. Mortimer Eckett, all 
of this city; three grandchildren. 
The funeral will be held from the 
funeral home of E. A. Heieck & 
Son. 17 % Franklin Street at 8:30 
Wednesday morning with services 
at Holy Family Church at 9 o'clock. 
Burial will b„ In the family plot 
in St. Joseph's Cemetery. Friends 
have been Invited to call at the fu
neral home from 9 to 5 and from 7 
to 9 o'clock Monday and Tuesday. 
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A Gay Dress 
for 

The New Year 
Whether you plan an informal private party at home or a gala 

evening else^ihere. a Xczv Dinner Dress nill greatly add to the 

success of the party. 

19.95 to 39.95 

GERTRUDE HERRON 
147 Genesee Street 

The coiupetitiou was kt-en ini 
the gamt'* staged Sunday nit'ii 
on the Kalton ■ ourt in Pulaski; 
Street that marked the season » 
inaugural for ihe Catholic Church 
Basketball League There wan a 
large crowd on hand and three 
games went off with sinoothne-s 
and there were many new fares 
In the six line-ups. Contests will 
again be staged next Sunday night 
on the some court. 

In 'he ' v e n n i * till, the St 
Krai i is enii-y trimmed the Holy 
family capers 'iy the *.<>!*• of nt 
to JII. 'Die second contest * ^ 
staged between the St llvacintii.s 
and SS K'eter and Paul hve and 
the laurels went to the Polish 
hoys to the tune of 33 to 29. The 
final game of the evening was 
played between the Columbian 
Squires of gt. Alphonsus Church 
and the St. Aloyslus tossers and 
the former won 28 to 25. 

Central Demands Cut in 
Port Byron Assessments 

G. W. Fickelsen, Earl Nostrant, 
Rudolph Schasel, Fred A. Marsh, 
Earl Moore, assessors, and Walter 
L. Kerns, clerk of the Village of 
Port Byron have been directed to 
appear in special term in Roch
ester to show causewh y the as-
essment of New York Central 
Railroad properties in Port Byron 
should not be reduced. 

The assessors placed a valua
tion on the railroad properties of 
$61,000. The railroad company 
contends that an equitable valua
tion should have been $30,000, 
therefore the properties are over-

Rose Stevens 
Wed* Corporal 
Edward H. Dacy 
A pretty wedding took place 

Sunday afternoon in the rectory 
of St. Mary's Church, when Miss 
Rode Stevens, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Stevens of 208 
Genesee Street, became the bride 
of Corp. Edward H. Dacy, son of 
Mrs. Helen Dacy of 24 Lewis 
Street, and the late Constantino 
Dacy. The ceremony was perform* 
ed by the pastor, Rev. Dr. Wil
liam E. Cowen. 

They were attended by Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Proclno of Auburn. 
The bride's gown was of white 
satin and seed pearls, made with 
a fitted bodice and a ful l circular 
skirt that ended with a train and 
her shower bouquet was of white 
roses and orchids. The matron of 
honor wore a shell pink chiffon 
gown with a matching halo and 
she carried pink roses. 

A dinner was served for 100 
guests at the Osborne Hotel. 
Corporal and Mrs. Dacy left for 
Camp Dix, New Jersey, where-4oe 
bridegroom is stationed. 

Jeanne Phyllis 
Harrington 

Weds Seaman 
A pretty pre-Chrlstmas wedding 

was solemnised Thursday after
noon. December 23 at 8 o'clock at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs, Gerald 
L. Harrington of 38 Grove Avenue, 
when their daughter, Jeanne 
Phyllis, was united In marriage to 
Seaman First Clas Charles A. 
Taxleton. The ceremony was per
formed by the Rev. Donald H. 
MacKeniie. Miss Arlean Conlaon 
and John Harrington, brother of 
the bride, were their only attend
ants. 

The bride Is a gradunte of East 
High School. Auburn, Class of 1&42. 
attended the Menges Secretarial 
School and is now employed in the 
office of the Herschel Mfg. Co. The 
bridegroom's home is in Charlotte, 
X. C„ and he Is at present sta
tioned aboard the U- S. S. Euryale. 

The bride was entertained at 
showers given by the Misses 
Arlean Coulson and Jeanne 
Abrams. 

Wil l iam Wardell 
The body of William Wardell. 

who died suddenly In Raleigh. 
N. C . last Thursday night, ar
rived in Auburn this morning and 
was taken to his home. 23 Evans 
Street, where the funeral will be 
held Wednesday morning at 8:30. 
Services will be held at St. 
Mary's Church at 9 o'clock. 
Burial will be in St. Joseph's 
Cemetery. Besides the survivors 
listed in last Friday's issue. Mr. 
Wardell is also survived by an
other brother. Ernest, of Battle 
Creek. Mich., and one sister. 
Mrs. Jennie Denton of Battle 
Creek. Mich. 

valued in the sum of $31,000. The 
petition for the show cause order 
was granted by Supreme Court 
Justice William F. Love of Koch-
ester on application of Harris, 
Beach, Keating. Wilcox and Dale, 
attorneys for the railroad. 

Yuletide Play 
Pretty Feature 
By Young People 

Christmas observance at St. 
John's Episcopal Church which 
began with tho impressive Christ
mas Eve Eucharist and carol ser
vice continued on Sunday evening 
with the presentation by the 
Young People of the parish of 
a religious playlet, "Why the 
Chimes Rang." The play, which is 
in one act, lit by Elisabeth Ap-
thorp Mac Fadden, from the story 
of the same name by Raymond 
Mac Donald Alden. 

The play was presented under 
the direction of the rector, Rev. 
Louis L. Perkins, with Harry S. 
Mason at the organ. Speaking 
roles were taken by Norman 01-
sen. Dean Gernon, Jean Stubbs, 
and Rev. Lou If. Perkins. Panto
n i n e parts were by Nelson Mar-
land, Kenneth Barney, Constance 
Perkins, Will iam Nel-»on, Nancy 
Lee Corp, Lois Vlbbert, the rec
tor, Robert Van Glesen and Rob
ert Wiseman. Roswel l Moore was 
property master and leectriclan. 
S&rly Mitchell was the artist and 
Dorothy Olsen, prompter. St. 
John's choir sang appropriate 
hymns and carols. The playlet 
was preceded by prayer and fol
lowed by the benediction by the 
rector. , 

For the Christmas season, the 
decorative sett ing this year is un
usually elaborate and Impressive. 
Yuletide g r e a t s and Christmas 
trees have transformed the choir 
and sanctuary of the church. For 
the midnight service, l ighted can. 
dies in the windows and along the 
center aisle i l luminated t h e 
church building. 
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.aval Training station and ha-

SERVICE MEN'S 
Mr. ! 1 '-lis. ;J)I o !>>n...;ll t»«*n granted leave. 

o f ? ,No i i i i , , i i A v e n u e h a v e re
ceived *ord 'fiat ifteir son Jo>. ph 
o'l ionneil , H 2 e, has arrived, .iafe-
Iy somewhere in the British Isles. 

Edward J. t'arr, con of Mr and ' 
Mr* H. N'At'arr of 5 2 ' , S tee l ' 
Si reel, in nerving as student sup- ( 
ply s e r v a n t of his »<|iiadrun at 
the classification renter. Santa 
Ana Army Air Base, Santa Ana, 
Calif The aviation student Is 
awaiting classification as pilot, 
bombardier or navigator before 
entering a pre-flight school on *•»« huge bombers 
the* base. He was sent to Santa rarrying the war to 
Ana from St. Cloud, Minn., where 
he was a member of the Army A i r y 
Force College Training Detach
ment. He attended St. Mary's 
School and Auburn East High 
School, where he played baseball 
and basketball. He has a sister 
who is a pharmacist's mate, third 
class, in the WAVES and is sta
tioned at Klngsvil le, Tex. 

("iirp John I'honia* Reill . \ sou 
«,f Vfr .md Mm Arthur Keiil.-v, 
J! Bi'stwit'k Avenue was Mirollfd 
his weeK Ml the Keesler Kodd M-

'.'4 Libetator bom her uiechani.g 
-chool, Hiloxl. Miss. rorporal 
Hellley will hegin the intensive i 
Army Air Forces Training Com
mand 17-week course in airplane 
mechanics, successful completion 
of which will lead to nig assign
ment either to active duty on the 
line, nervlcing and maintaining 

which are 
the enemy, 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 

or to a factory or gunnery school. 

Auburn Grange Party 
Auburn Grants will meet at the-

home of Mrs. Elizabeth Young, 77 
Steel Street Wednesday evening at 
8 o'clock for the annual holiday 
party. Each member will bring a 
gift for exchange. A program of 
music and reading-Jtniefl and 
stories is being arranged by the 
committee: Mrs. Elizabeth Young, Pre-Aviation Cadet Robert J. 

Greene, son of Mr. and Mrs. , _ , „ 
Howard E. Greene. 1 Boston Av- | *«tiirer. Mrs. Franc s Sears, Mrs. 
enue, has. arrived at the Greens- Pauline Cuykendall and Mrs-
boro Basic Training Center, ATmy Elizabeth Langham. Refreshments 
Air Forces Eastern Technical I w l 1 1 be served and a gift made to 
Training Command, Greensboro, o n « °t the projects supported by 
N. p . While attached to this sta
tion Private Green will undergo 
a course In physical conditioning 
and instruction in military funda
mentals. He attended Auburn 
East High School. Private Greene 
entered the Army November 27, 
1943, a t Camp Upton. 

Joseph Francis Borza, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Borza, 29 
Columbus Street, Auburn, re
cently graduated from the Avia
tion Metalsmlth School, U. S. 
Naval Air Station, Jacksonvil le, 
Fla., as an honor student. Finish
ing with an average of 86.93, he 
was promoted to corporal In the 
U. 8. Marine Corps. Entering the 
service April 1, 1943, he received 
his recru l t^tra in lng at Parrls 
Island, S. C , before arriving at 
the Naval Air Technical Training 
Center at Jacksonville. Corporal 
Borza is now a qualified aviation 
metalsmlth and will probably see 
service with a Marine aviation de
tachment. 

th<? Grange. 

Searing Heads Round Table 
Surrogate Leonard H. Searing 

will preside at the round table at 
8 o'clock Tuesday evening in the 
Cayuga Mupeum of History and 
Art, open to*all who wish to at
tend. Much Interest was manif< t-
ed at the j-ecent round table dis
cussion on the life of John L. 
Hardenbergh, founder of Harden-
bergh's Corners — forerunner of 
Auburn. Early days of Auburn 
will again be discusred at the 
next get-together. 

Umbrella Auction 
" Buffalo—(iP)—In the offlce of 
the International Railway Com
pany, 300 umbrellas lost on street 
cars and buses during the past 
year were auctioned. 

Moving Task Rushed, Old 
Y.M.O.A. Building New 
Quarters, OLF Takes 
Over Old 

Obliged to vacate present 
spacious quarters in Temple 
Court building, the Service Men's 
Club today was in the process of 
moving to the former Y.M.C A. 
structure in Genesee Street, near 
South. Plans call for the re
opening of the club in Its new 
headquarters on New Year's Eve. 
Harry E. Muggleton, director. ' 
said today. The G.L.F. Exchange 
will occupy' the present alte of 
the club in Temple Court. 

The street floor and basemen * 
of the building formerly occupied 
by the "Y" are being refitted atid 
redecorated in preparations for 
occupancy by the club. All of the 
features which have tended to 
make the men in the nation's ser
vice comfortable and contented In 
the club's present home will be 
found in the old "Y" building. 
Mr. Muggleton said. 

On the first floor will be the 
billiard tables, provisions for 
other games and also ample fa
cilities for catering to the "inner 
man" by' way of meals and 
lunches. Reading and writing 
rooms will be In the basement. 
Modern heating equipment lias 
been Installed in the building. 
Attention was called to the fact 
that a nourishing meal is pre
pared for the "boys'* in service 
each day, in addition to the re
freshments available to them at 
all hours. 

READ THE WANT ADS. 

Second Lieut. Sanford B. Perl-
man has just reported for duty at 
the Big Spring Bombardier School 
In Texas where he will begin his 
training as a student officer It 
was announced by Col. Robert W. j 
Warren, commanding officer of i 
the school. Lieutenant Perlman's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Perlman, l ive at 240 Owasco 
Road. He attended Auburn Senior , 
High School and Cornell Univer
sity where he was still a student 
when he entered the service of 
his country. . 

Mrs. Caariettt Fiero Williams 
Mrs. Charlotte Fiero Williams. 

«7 widow "f Frank A Williams. 
•Med on Frklav. Decern)*" ?■*. in 
h* Masonic Home at I'ticn. 

B^m in An hum. Mr*. Williams 
reside^ in 'his •■irv until s»Yren 
•.ears siT'X when *be he>*»:ue a rest 
•lent of the Home at I'lica 

Mrs W''!'am> :« <urvjTe<i Sv a 
«on. F v e d H W t l i a t n « - f V - J i n -

RATION RULING WHEN 
CAR IS TRANSFERRED 

Beginning January 1 applicants 
for gasoline rations for trans
ferred motor vehicles will be re
quired to submit to War Price 
and Rationing Boards evidence 
that the previous owner surren. 
dered to his War Price and Ra
tioning Board all outstanding ra
tions for the vehicle. Stephen P. 
Toadvine "District OPA Director, 
announced today. 

:*No rationing board may issue 
rations for motor vehicles, includ
ing passenger cars, commercial 
vehicles or motorcycles, that have 
changed ownership unless the new 
owners submit OtPA's "Receipt 
for Surrendered Gasoline Ra
tions" with their application for 
gasoline." Mr. Toadvine said. 

This program, on a national 
basis, will el iminate the diversion 
of a substantial quantity of gaso
line to unlawlul uses since no ra
tions will be issued for a trans
ferred vehicle unless the previous 
ration for that vehicle haa been 
surrendered, the Director ex
plained. 

The New York State Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles, cooperating with 
OPA in this move to establish 
more effective control over the 
return of unused gasoline ration 
coupous, will not authorise the 
transfer of a license from one 
vehicle to another or issue a 11-
^ n s e to the purchaser of a new 
or used vehicle, uuless the appli
cant presents a War Price and 
Rationing Beard receipt showing 
that all 6u:standing ration* for 
the vehicle have been* surren
dered. 

Applicants for the renewal of a 
vehicle registration are not af- I 
fected by his new regulation since ' 
no sale or transfer of a vehicle is I 
involved. 

PFO. Eugene Mr.vglot, U. S. M. 
C, son of Samuel Mryglot of 135'/j 
VanAnden Street, has completed" 
the course of studies at the Avia
tion Radioman's School at Jack
sonville, Fla., and he has been pro
moted to the rank of corporal. 

PFC. Stephen E. Tarby of 20 
Catlln Street has successfully I 
completed the Flexible Aerial I 
Gunnery Course at the Army Air ' 
Forces Flexible Gunnery School, ' 
Laredo Army Air Field* Laredo, I 
Texasr Upon graduation, he was 
promoted to bis present rank and 
received the aerial gunners wings. < 

Now receiving basic flight ' 
training as an aviatten cadet at ; 
the Bainbridge Army Air Field, I 
Georgia, is Richard Earl Smith, | 
son of Harold S. Smith, 40 Park 
Avenue. He completed pre-flight J 
training at Maxwell Field. Ala., ! 
and his primary training at one 
of the many fields throughout the 
Southeast. The Bainbridge flying 
school, a unit of the vast Army 
Air Forces Training Command, is 
commanded by Colonel Mills S. 
Savage, a graduate of Georgia 
Tech and a veteran in the Army , 
Air Forces. Cadet Smith, who en- \ 
listed in the air forces on Febru
ary 29, 1943. is a former student 
of Alfred University, Alfred N. Y. 

Frank D. Lcmmon, son of Mr. 
and MTs. G. X. Lemmon, 25 Perry 
Strete. Auburn, is now enrolled 
as an aviation cadet in the AAF 
Pre-Fllght School for Pilots at 
Maxwell Field. Alt . , an Installa
tion of the Army Air Forces 
Training Command. Here the 
cadets are receiving nine weeks 
of intensive military, physical and 
academic training preparatory to 
beginning their actual flight in
struction at one of the many pri
mary flying schools in the Army 
Air Forces Eastern Flying Train
ing Command. Cadet Lemmon 
was graduated from Auburn East 
High School, class of 1941 . 
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Two Auburn soldiers of the 
Army Air Forces Training Com
mand at Keener Field. Biloxi. 
Miss, have b*en*enrolled In R o s 
ier Field's B-2* Liberator bomb
er mechanics school as a reward 
for the excellent showinc they 
made recenriv m the Army s me
chanical Aptitude test Th.>y tr» 
Pvr Walter Andrew Brind.i«. son 
<? Mr. and Mrs Anton Bnnd^k 
>f ' *9 Perr.ne Avenue and Pvt. 
Louis Stanley Petrowski. son of 
Mr and Mr«. Frank Petrowski 
of 75 Perrine Street. 
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SPECIAL PRICES 
On Complete Room Jobs 

In order to keep oar staff of expert layers busy 
during this ordinarily slow season, we offer 
worthwhile savings for floor installations made 
now — for a limited time only. Take advant
age of this opportunity to have several rooms 
done over with new, modern decorative lin
oleum floors, by our skilled layers — and save 
a substantial part of the cost! 

INLAID LINOLEUM 
as low as 

'1.00 
sq. yd. 

FELT BASS 
standard gauge 

49< 
sq.yd. 

PLEASE B&ING ROOM MEASUREMENTS 

R e m n a n t s 
OF LINOLEUM AND F E L T BASS 

AT CLOSE-OUT PRICES 
\ nm- i«««r mfnl of thoKV i»rte«"n« ;n a \ »rk-ry ■~>t 
iength* — MOB* ku-ge vtxmicte for «mall kttcht— or 

IOMK K i K l V K<^« til-^r » K I . M T I O N ' 

RONDINA'S 
QUAi^TY HOME PURNlSriING-3 

56 o4 i t a i e St 41 43 WaOer St. 
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